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his palace of Schonburnlust, near Coblentz, where their mis-
tresses, Madame de Balbi, and Madame de Polastron, held their
courts, in spite of the presence of Madame.1 In this crowd
of emigres there were few individuals who did not believe
in the rapid success of their cause, but there was a wide
difference of opinion as to the manner in which that success
could be best achieved. One party, and it was that favoured
by the Comte d'Artois, believed that the French monarchy
could only be restored by foreign help, and under that impres-
sion, Ajtois had himself been present at Pilnitz, and kept
his agents, Comte Valentine Esterhazy, the Prince de Ligne,
the Baron de Roll, and the Due d'Havr^, at the courts of
St. Petersburg, Vienna, Berlin, and Madrid. But the more
sagacious and patriotic Emigres at Coblentz, as well as the
majority of the poorer nobility, who were at Worms with the
Prince de Cond6, were ashamed at the idea of returning to
France with foreign aid, and desired rather to raise a counter-
revolution in France itself through the loyal and religious
party, and thus restore the king to power. This was not what
Ajtois wanted; he was entirely under the influence of Calonne,
and wished to restore the full power of the old French mon-
archy ; and he feared that the result of a civil war would be
but a compromise, and that Louis XVI. would be only too
glad to be a constitutional king. In his longing for absolu-
tism, he paid no attention to the wishes of the king and queen,
and was careless of the danger into which he was thrusting
them at Paris; and not satisfied with disobeying the king's
openly expressed commands and private entreaties, that he
. would stop his intrigues, he persisted in his plans, and checked
the schemes of the Baron de Breteuil, the king's secret but
authorized ambassador at Brussels, and thwarted his agents
at Berlin, St. Petersburg, and Madrid, in every possible way.
Monsieur looked on at the intrigues of his younger brother
and the danger of the king with the utmost tranquillity. He
expected no happy result from the intervention of foreign
powers, but was content to let things slide, and to wait
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